Allen's 30 points lead No. 5 Duke to win over VCU
NEW YORK (AP) - Grayson Allen didn't wait very long to bounce back from an off night. It took one
game.
Just three days after a rough performance against No. 2 Kentucky, Duke's sophomore guard came up
with a career-high 30 points as the fifth-ranked Blue Devils beat TCU 79-71 on Friday night in the opening
round of the 2K Classic at Madison Square Garden.
Allen, who averaged 27 points in the Blue Devils' first two games of the season, was held to six points on
2-for-11 shooting by Kentucky on Tuesday night in the Champions Classic. Facing the Rams, he looked a
lot more like the player who had an exceptional Final Four in leading Duke to its fifth national
championship last season.
"For us, it's all about moving on," Allen said. "There was obviously a rough film session after the Kentucky
game where we talked about the improvements that needed to be made. Once you see that you move on
to the next game. You make those improvements and move on. For me, coming off the bench it was
nothing different as if I was starting. It's the same aggressive, attacking mindset.”
He was 9 for 15 from the field, including matching his career high with four 3-pointers. He was the key to
Duke's 17-3 run that turned VCU's last lead of the game, 54-53, into a comfortable 70-58 lead with 5:43 to
play.
"We have a thing on our team, a standard, we tell each other the truth. So you confront it," Duke coach
Mike Krzyzewski said. "He didn't play well against Kentucky. He didn't have a good look and he didn't
adjust. That was his first big time start too, it's not like Grayson's a combat veteran. So I was hard on him
but honest.
"The response that Grayson had from Kentucky is huge. I think it's spectacular to be quite frank with you.
Most kids, not most but a lot of kids, would question themselves and he never did.”
The Blue Devils (3-1) will face Georgetown, which beat Wisconsin 71-61, in the championship game on
Sunday.
"He is a heck of a player," Melvin Johnson, who led the Rams with 20 points, said of Allen. "Once he gets
downhill he has a great way of initiating contact. It wasn't necessarily hard, but it was us sticking to the
details of the game plan. I think we if we stuck to it a little better, we could have limited him.”
Duke turned up the defense when it needed to in the second half.
From their last lead with 12:03 to play, the Rams (2-1) went 5 of 20 from the field and Duke had a lot to
do with that, especially inside where easy baskets in the first half were being challenged and that led to
some breakouts for the Blue Devils.
"We played really hard and played well for the most part," first-year VCU coach Will Wade said. "That
stretch from the 11 1/2 minute mark to the 7 minute mark it got away from us. ... I was proud of how our
guys competed. We couldn't get some shots to fall. Tonight wasn't our night.”
VCU finished with a 46-24 advantage in points in the paint, but most of that came in the first half.
Freshman Derryck Thornton, who started in place of Allen, had a career-high 19 points for Duke, and
Matt Jones added 10, including two big 3s in the second half. Jones came into the game shooting 56.3
percent (9 of 16) from 3-point range.
"Matt didn't have a good first half but those shots he hit in the second half were huge," Krzyzewski said.

