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The college football regular season still has about four weeks to go, but college basketball will tip off Monday with four games in the 2K Sports Classic
Benefiting Coaches vs. Cancer. Three of the contests involve ranked teams.

No. 4 Pittsburgh, the favorite in the Big East, opens at home against Rhode Island. No. 16 Illinois, which is trying to get back to the NCAA tournament after
missing out last year, plays at home against UC-Irvine. No. 25 Texas opens in Austin against Navy, and Maryland plays host to Seattle.

The four host schools also play home games in the event Wednesday and, regardless of how those four do either night,
they are guaranteed to advance to the semifinals Nov. 18 in New York. Pitt will play Maryland, and Illinois takes on
Texas.

The Panthers return four starters and seven of their top eight scorers from a 2009-10 team that finished 25-9 and
advanced to its ninth consecutive NCAA tournament before falling to Xavier in the second round.

Texas was No. 1 for a time in the regular season last year, but stumbled down the stretch and was eliminated in the
first round of the tournament by Wake Forest.

Maryland went out in the second round to Michigan State, which went on to the Final Four. The Illini went to the NIT.

CAPTION
By Keith Srakocic, AP

The rest of the Division | men's — and women's — teams begin their seasons Friday.
-- Jack Carey
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