
A three-time All-Big Ten selection and 
two-time All-American during a remark-
able collegiate career, Jalen Rose was 
the catalyst for one of the most famous 
teams in the history of college basketball.

A local product from Detroit 
Southwestern High School, the 6-8 guard 
set numerous U-M records in his three 
seasons in Ann Arbor. In his first season 
wearing the Maize and Blue, Rose scored 
597 points, setting a Michigan freshman 
record that still stands today. He went 
on to score 1,788 points in his U-M 
career, the eighth-best mark in school 
history and the third-most by a player 
who played less than four seasons. In 
102 career games played, Rose scored 
in double-figures an unbelievable 98 
times and is one of just five U-M players 
to have scored at least 500 points in 
three different seasons. 

Far from just a scorer, Rose is also 
seventh in Michigan history in assists 
with 401, as he led the Wolverines in that 
category in each of his three seasons, 
and is one of just six players 
in Michigan’s 1,000-point, 
400-assist club. 

A starter in all but one game during 
his college career, Rose averaged 34.5 
minutes per game as a Wolverine, the 
second-highest average in school his-
tory. His 3,520 minutes played is the 
most by a U-M player who played less 
than four seasons. 

Rose averaged a team-best 17.6 
points and 4.0 assists per game dur-
ing his freshman season of 1991-92. 
He started 33 of 34 games that year 
with his lone appearance off the bench 
coming in the Big Ten opener at Iowa. 
Rose responded with a season-best 34 
points against the Hawkeyes. In the 1992 
NCAA Tournament, Rose jump-started 
Michigan’s run to the Final Four, post-
ing two double-doubles in the first three 
games of the tournament, including a sea-
son-best 10 assists in the second round 
against East Tennessee State. He went on 
to be named the Most Outstanding Player 
of the Southeast Regional and was named 
to the All-Tournament team. Rose was 
named to the All-Big Ten second-team 
and also shared U-M team MVP honors 
as a freshman.

As a sophomore, Rose averaged 15.5 
points and a team-high 4.2 assists per 
game while being named to the All-Big 

Ten third-team. That season Rose 
also earned Michigan’s Leadership 

Award and Rebounding Award.
 In his final season in 

Ann Arbor, Rose led the 
Wolverines to the Elite 

Eight of the NCAA 
Tournament while 

averaging 19.9 points, 5.7 rebounds, and 
3.9 assists per contest. Rose capped his 
stellar career as a Wolverine by being 
named to the All-Big Ten first-team. 

The 13th overall selection in the 
1994 NBA Draft by the Denver Nuggets, 
Rose played 13 seasons in the NBA, 
beginning with Denver and being named 
to the NBA All-Rookie second-team in 
1994-95. He then moved on to Indiana, 
where he spent the next five and a half 
seasons and earned the NBA’s Most 
Improved Player Award following the 
1999-2000 season. That year, Rose 
started 80 games for the Pacers, aver-
aging 18.2 points, 4.8 rebounds, and 
4.0 assists a game as Indiana, which 
missed the playoffs his first season 
(1996-97), advanced to the 2000 NBA 
Finals where they lost in six games 
to the Los Angeles Lakers. In all, the 
Pacers would make four playoff appear-
ances in Rose’s time in Indianapolis.

His career then took him to Chicago, 
Toronto, New York, and Phoenix. When 
it was over, Rose had played 923 games 
and accumulated 13,220 points (14.3 
ppg), 3,527 assists (3.8 apg), and 3,193 
rebounds (3.5 rpg) in his NBA career. 

Rose currently works for ESPN/ABC as 
a NBA studio analyst.


