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LEGENDS OF THE GAME...

Former Florida men’s basketball legend Andrew DeClercq donned the Orange and Blue as a center and power forward for the Gators from 1992-95. A 
Clearwater, Fla., native, DeClercq was known for his hard nosed, hard-work hustling style of play, both during his tenure as a Florida Gator, and beyond, 

in his 11-year career in the NBA. 

A Gator team captain his junior and senior seasons, DeClercq played an intricate role on Florida’s fi rst Final 
Four team in 1994, when the Gators went 29-8 (12-4 SEC) en route to a Final Four appearance in Charlotte, 
N.C. DeClercq was named to the 1994 NCAA Tournament All-East Regional Team after the Gators topped 
James Madison, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Boston College before being edged, 70-65, by eventual 
1994 National Champion, Duke, in the semifi nal game. 

During his career as a Gator, DeClercq started a school-
record 128 straight games and led UF in rebounding as a 
sophomore, junior and senior, while pacing the Gators in 
blocks each of his four seasons in Gainesville. A member of 
the Gators’ 1,000-point club after scoring 1,309 points in his 
Florida career, DeClercq racked up 23 career double-doubles, 
61 double-fi gure scoring games and 34 career games with 
double-fi gure rebounds. A four-time All-Southeastern 
Conference selection, including a fi rst-team All-SEC honor his 
senior season, DeClercq also excelled in the classroom for the 
Gators as an Academic All-SEC honoree in 1995.

DeClercq was drafted with the 34th overall pick, the fi fth 
pick of the second round, in the 1995 National Basketball 
Association Draft by the Golden State Warriors, and enjoyed 
stints with the Boston Celtics, Cleveland Cavaliers, and most 
recently, the Orlando Magic from 2000-05. DeClercq wrapped 

up his tenure in the NBA after the 2004-05 season with the Orlando Magic. Along with former Magic 
teammate Keith Tower, DeClercq is actively involved in a church he started in Orlando, HighPoint Church.

Jim McCoy was a cornerstone in the rebirth of the UMass basketball fortunes under coach John Calipari, and fi nished his standout career as the 
school’s all-time leading scorer with 2,374 points. A four-year letterman for Calipari, the sharp-shooting McCoy was a four-time All-Atlantic 10 selec-
tion and three-time All-District performer. The Pittsburgh, Pa., product earned All-Freshman and third-team 
All-Conference honors as a rookie in 1988-89, then picked up fi rst-team honors in his fi nal three seasons as a 
Minuteman. 

McCoy was the fi rst Minuteman ever to earn fi rst-team 
All-Atlantic 10 recognition. He was also named to the A-10 
All-Tournament team as a sophomore and senior. McCoy 
still holds UMass career marks for points scored (2,374), fi eld 
goals made (876) and attempted (2,013), and games started 
(121). He ranks among UMass’ all-time leaders in scoring av-
erage (18.8 ppg, third), free throws made (575, second) and 
attempted (810, second), steals (141, sixth), games played 
(126, tie-fi fth), and minutes played (4,180, second). The only 
player in school history to record four 500-point scoring 
seasons, McCoy owns three of the top 10 one-year scoring 
totals in school history. 

He scored 20 or more points 57 times in his 126-game career, 
a UMass record, and recorded a school-best 116 double-
fi gure scoring games. He also had eight 30-point scoring 
outbursts with a high of 35 points against Saint Joseph’s in 1989. 

McCoy graduated from UMass in 1997, and currently resides in Boston where he works for Citizens 
Bank. He was inducted into the UMass Hall of Fame in 2002.
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