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LEGENDS OF THE GAME...

Greg Kelser was a member of the Michigan State basketball team from 1975-79. An All-American 
and Academic All-American, Kelser was a key member on Michigan State’s fi rst NCAA Champi-
onship team. To this day, he is one of just three players in Big Ten history with over 2,000 career 
points (2,014) and 1,000 career rebounds (1,092).

The son of an Air Force serviceman, Kelser moved around a lot as a kid, but attended Detroit Henry 
Ford High School. He joined the Michigan State basketball team for the 1975-76 season and made 
an immediate impact, ranking third on the team in scoring at 11.7 points per game. As a sopho-
more, Kelser had his best statistical season, averaging 21.7 points and 10.8 rebounds per contest, 
earning second-team All-Big Ten honors. 

As a junior co-captain, he helped lead the Spartans to the 1978 Big Ten Championship, averaging 
17.7 points, earning second-team all-conference honors once again. The Spartans fi nished the sea-
son with a 25-5 record, going 15-3 in league action and fell one game short of the Final Four. Kelser 
was named to the All-Regional Team, averaging 21.7 points and 12.3 rebounds in three tournament games.

The 1978-79 season was a special year for Kelser and the Spartans. As a team, Michigan State captured the NCAA Championship for the fi rst time in 
school history, posting a 26-6 record. Kelser averaged 18.8 points and 8.7 rebounds in earning fi rst-team All-Big Ten and All-America honors. In MSU’s 
run to the NCAA title, Kelser averaged 25.4 points and 10.6 rebounds, earning Mideast Regional Outstanding Player and All-Tournament Team honors. 
In the NCAA Championship game against previously undefeated Indiana State, featuring Larry Bird, Kelser turned in an incredible all-around perfor-
mance, scoring 19 points, grabbing eight rebounds and dishing out nine assists.

But even more important to Kelser than any individual athletic accomplishment, was that he was recognized for his excellence in the classroom, earn-
ing fi rst-team Academic All-America honors. He received his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. In honor of all his achievements at MSU, his jersey 
was retired and now hangs in the rafters of the Breslin Center.

After leaving MSU, Kelser was a fi rst-round draft pick by the Detroit Pistons in the 1979 NBA Draft, earning second-team All-Rookie honors in 1980. 
Following his six-year NBA career, Kelser found a home in broadcasting, where he currently provides color commentary for the Pistons and college 
basketball, having called more than 1,300 games in his career.

 

Phil Sellers was the leader of Rutgers 1975-76 Final Four team.  This aggressive athlete set the tone for 
the 31-2 Scarlet Knights that season.  Sellers is Rutgers’ all-time scoring and rebounding leader with 2,399 
points and 1,115 rebounds.  A 6-4 forward, Sellers was a two-time Haggerty Award winner as the Metropoli-
tan New York area’s top performer.  He was a fi rst-team AP All-America in 1976.  He later returned to Rutgers 
as an assistant coach for four seasons.  His number 12 was Rutgers’ second to be retired in basketball his-
tory, in 1988.

A two-time All-American, Phil the Thrill scored 506 
points as a freshman, 602 in his second season, 657 
as a junior and 634 in his fi nal year when he led his 
team to 31 consecutive victories and into the 1976 
Final Four.  He pulled down, in inimitable fashion, 264, 
242, 272 and fi nally, 337 rebounds over four remark-
able seasons on the Banks. Add the season points 
and boards and you have the school records of 2,399 
points and 1,111 rebounds.

Scoring points and grabbing rebounds was hardly 
all he did.  His 293 assists, 106 in his senior year, gave 
him 12th place on the all-time list.  He had 62 steals in 
1975-76 and blocked 19 shots.  His career totals of 557 

free throw conversions and 757 free throw attempts are records and he was once credited with 
taking seven charges in a game. 

Sellers became the fi rst Rutgers basketball player to receive fi rst team All-America honors from 
the Associated Press in 1976 (with Scott May, Kent Benson, Adrian Dantley and John Lucas).  
Drafted by Detroit in the third round, he played one year for the Pistons and then played in the 
Netherlands for one season after which he was a part-time assistant at Rutgers for four years. 
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