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Bryce Drew had his choice of major colleges recruiting him out of high school, but decided to stay at home instead and join his father, 
head coach Homer, at Valparaiso.  What followed was a remarkable four-year run that culminated in one of the most indelible moments 
in NCAA Tournament history.

Bryce joined a Crusader squad in 1994-95 that had fi nished above .500 just once in 
its Division I history and immediately helped lift it to new levels, being named the 
Mid-Continent Conference Freshman of the Year while helping lead the Crusaders 
to both the Mid-Con regular season and tournament championships.  The honors 
piled up for Bryce, as he earned All-Conference honors all four years, including Player 
of the Year accolades twice.  He also was named to the All-Tournament Team all four 
seasons and was three times the Mid-Con Tournament MVP.

But, as with any team, the NCAA Tournament is the goal.  Bryce helped lead the 
Crusaders to the tournament each of his fi nal three seasons, and as a senior in 1998, 
provided the moment that cemented him as a Valparaiso basketball legend.  Trailing 
by two points against fourth-seeded Ole Miss with 2.5 seconds left and the length of 
the court to travel, 13th-seeded Valparaiso ran “Pacer” to perfection, with Bryce on 
the back end of the play hitting the game-winning three-pointer for the last of his 
22 points, giving Valpo a 70-69 upset victory.  Bryce went on to score 22 points in the 
Crusaders’ second round game as well, an 83-77 overtime win over Florida State, as 
Valparaiso made its mark on the college basketball world.

A fi nalist for the John Wooden National Player of the Year Award and the Bayer Advantage National Senior CLASS Award as the nation’s 
top senior, Taylor Coppenrath fi nished his standout career by helping the Catamounts reach the second round of the NCAA Tournament 

in 2005. Vermont earned its fi rst NCAA Tournament victory when it stunned 
fourth-seeded Syracuse in overtime, 60-57. He concluded his career second 
all-time in scoring at Vermont, third in America East Conference history, with 
2,452 points, second in scoring average at 21.5 points per game, and fourth in 
rebounds with 846. 

His 25.1 ppg average as a senior was second in the nation and the second-
best average in UVM history. During his senior season Coppenrath scored 
777 points in 31 games, tops in the country, to set a single-season record for 
points at Vermont and the second most in conference history. 

The three-time Kevin Roberson America East Player of the Year, he also was 
the second player in conference history to lead the league in scoring for three 
straight years. Coppenrath joined the late great Reggie Lewis of Northeastern 
(1985-87) as the only three-time winners of the award in the 26 years of the 
conference. The only season he did not take home player of the year honors 
in the conference, he was named the league’s rookie of the year. Coppenrath 
also led the Catamounts to their only three NCAA Tournament appearances, 
as the team went in 2003, 2004 and 2005. 
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