
LE G E N D S  O F  T H E  G A M E

	 It was 1957, and the kings of the Southeastern Conference basketball world were the vaunted 
Kentucky Wildcats of legendary coach Adolph Rupp. The eventual national champions had 
already won 15 games going into their mid-season battle against Mississippi State. The stage 
was set, and young Bulldog sophomore forward Bailey Howell took notice, racking up 37 points 
against the high-�ying Wildcats; it was the start of something great-a career that would arguably 
go on to transform the game. 

	 During his time at MSU, the Middleton, Tennessee native would write his name on nearly every 
page of the Bulldog record books. He averaged 27 points and an astounding 17 rebounds per 

game for Coach Babe McCarthy�s squads from 1957-1959. Remarkably, with freshmen unable to play due to NCAA 
rules and playing before the three-point line era, Howell is second in points scored at MSU with 2,003 points in just 
75 games during his career. Howell still holds career rebounding the MSU record with 1,277 while at State. Although 
those stats are impressive, Howell will be the �rst to say his career can most be remembered for bringing Mississippi 
State its �rst SEC Championship. 

�Finally winning that Southeastern Conference Championship was one of the high points in my career. Those guys I 
played with, I will never forget them and what we accomplished that season,� says Howell. 

	 During that championship run and through all the great seasons, Howell can be best remembered for his em-
blematic Bulldog style of play. During a time when most forwards were accustomed to just playing around the rim and 
getting inside position, Howell brought an athletic presence to the game, with a touch on the basketball not seen by 
most big men. 

�I loved to run the �oor and hit the boards,� says Howell. �It is still great 
to see that in the game today.�

	 The State-native carried that style of play and represented 
MSU as a classic role model in the NBA, where he played twelve 
seasons for four di�erent teams-most notably the Boston Celtics. 
During his time in the league, Howell was a six-time all star, totaling 
17, 770 points in his career while winning two championships with 
the Celtics. In 1997, he received the call every athlete strives for-an 
invitation to join the basketball hall of fame. 

	 To Howell though, it is not about all the records, champion-
ships, or hall of fame honors. To him, its about winning unsel�shly 
and carrying on the game he loves. After all, Howell still makes an 
appearance at nearly every home basketball game, sitting, not like 
most legends in fancy suites or away from the action, but with the 
fans and supporters he cherishes the most. 

�To me, the game hasn�t changed that much. I still love watching it,� 
says the MSU legend.� I�ll always remember the impact it has had on 
me.�
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