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" LEGENDS OF THE GAME ﬂ
}J CRAIG EHLO - WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY }J

The heart and sole of Washington State University’s 1983 basketball team
that reached the second round of the NCAA tournament was a skinny senior out
of Texas who had long arms and a canny ability to pick off errant passes and turn
them into points.

Craig Ehlo, who was recruited to WSU by head coach George Raveling
from Odessa Junior College, went on to a 14-year NBA career, first with the Hous-
ton Rockets, then the Cleveland Cavaliers. Now the two-time winner of the WSU
Jud Heathcote Award for Inspiration coaches high school basketball in Spokane.

Former Washington State University basketball coach George Raveling
once described Craig Ehlo as “playing on the ragged edge of being out of con-
trol” In other words, Ehlo made things happen.

Ehlo made his presence known in his first Cougar season and was named
to the Pacific-10 Conference All-Rookie team. His senior year ended at the NCAA
Regional in Boise, Idaho, where WSU defeated Weber State and took Virginia to
the wire before falling 54-49. Ehlo was the engine that drove the team to a 23-7 record and 24th in the final
national poll.

In his final Cougar season, the Texas native had 99 assists in 18 league games, a
WSU record for conference play, and ended the year with 135 assists to rank second
on the single-season list for all games. He also made 41 steals in the Pac-10 and 59
for the season to rank third and fourth, respectively, on the Cougar single season
lists. In two years as a Cougar, Ehlo shot 55.0 percent during conference games, also
a WSU record.

Included in his most memorable performances was a 37-point, seven rebound
effort at Washington in his last regular season game. At the time his 37 points
ranked fourth on the Cougar list of top games. Against UCLA in Los Angeles, Ehlo
made a steal and dunk near the end of the game, earning the Cougars a shot at the
Bruins in overtime. After losing by two points at UCLA earlier in the season, WSU
turned the tables on the sixth-ranked Bruins, winning by two in Pullman. Ehlo also
secured a win over Oregon with a pair of free throws with one second to play.

During his NBA career, Ehlo was often matched against the legendary Michael
Jordan and in fact was in MJ’s face when he sank “The Shot” that gave Chicago a
thrilling win over Cleveland in the 1989 NBA playoffs.



